
Some practical tips 
for doing well on the

CELTA course.

Is it possible to fail???? Really???
Yes. Being accepted onto a CELTA course is not a guarantee that you will pass 
it. Although most people do pass, and your tutors will offer as much support as 
possible to help you pass the course, some things are out of their hands. These
include, but are not limited to, behaviours such as:

• not putting in the necessary work,
• not meeting the set deadlines for assignments and lesson plans,
• having other distractions or commitments during the course, such as working
at the weekend,
• being unwilling or unable to take feedback on board and acting on it,
• producing written work which is not essentially error-free,
• holding onto previous experience and not embracing the teaching and 
learning principles that underpin what the CELTA course is all about.

If we are mentioning the above, it is because we have, alas, seen them: all of 
them. And, yes, we do tell everyone before all of our courses. 

Our top tips for doing as well as possible on the CELTA course. 
If you want to do well on this course, regardless of the final grade, you are 
advised to:   

• work hard,
• work with your tutors, 
• work with your colleagues,
• participate fully throughout the day in all activities,
• meet deadlines without excuses,
• see everything that is happening as a source of learning,
• be prepared to have your ideas challenged,
• pay attention to your colleagues’ planning and teaching,
• aim to have a positive, inquisitive, open-minded approach,
• be nice and generous to colleagues, students and tutors,
• look after yourself physically (food, water and sleep),
• remember this is a group course, so deon’t try and monopolise tutors’ help 
and attention.
• don’t obsess about grades, it will add stress and won’t help you or anyone 
else,
• temporarily forget about your past experience, and, perhaps most 
importantly:
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Remember that on a CELTA course you are encouraged to learn by discovering, 
doing and reflecting: don’t expect to have all the answers upfront, that’s not 
how it works on CELTA. 

Don’t expect ready-made recipes for perfect lessons, because there aren’t any. 
Your tutors will provide models, examples, guidance, suggestions, and 
feedback on what you show you are able to do with the information. 

As you will hopefully discover, the course is not about  “copying and pasting”, 
with the aim of “pleasing the tutor”. This is a practical course, and candidates 
are assessed on what they demonstrate they can do in class, not on how much 
terminology and concepts they memorise and understand. 

Actually, you will discover that the key to doing well on CELTA is to recognise 
that the most important people in the room are  . . .  the students.

We hope you enjoy and get the most from your CELTA course, whereve and 
whenever you take it!
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